
March 20, 2015!

 !

Karin Theriault, County of Sonoma!

Permit and Resource Management Department!

2550 Ventura Ave.!

Santa Rosa, Ca. 95403!

Send via email to Karin.Theriault@sonoma-county.org!

 !

Re:  UPE14-0068 Fly Fishing Outfitters LLC!

Dear Karin,!

The Valley of The Moon Alliance (VOTMA) board members are surprised and 
then not at the request proposed in UPE14-0068.  Within the previous 
application, PLP09-0098, in late 2013, a caretakers unit was permitted but no 
instructions or events were included.  This new application needs to be 
environmentally reviewed on its own considering the new uses requested. Since 
it is a retail fly fishing business, the first four requests in the new project 
description could seem low impact and reasonable, (1) with demonstrations of 
equipment, (2) small groups of seven for instructions, (3) unscheduled drop-in 
customers and (4) restocking the pond. !

VOTMA does however have a problem with (5) requesting  90 events a year with 
50-100 people, (6) expanding hours of operation to 10 pm in order to 
accommodate these events and (7) the conversion of the newly approved 
caretakers unit to storage in order to transfer the septic capacity to the events. 
The size and scope of these requests would warrant an environmental review to 
determine the impacts on water, wastewater, traffic, and wildlife.!

The location of this project is within an area along highway 121 that is ALREADY 
considered over concentrated with events.  Within the 2 mile stretch of highway 
121 from the corner of highway 116 to Viansa Winery at 25200 Arnold Drive there 
are a total of 447 events a year that are already approved.  Guidelines on how to 
deal with these areas are presently on the PRMD 2015 Work Plan.  VOTMA feels 
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that the events requested be postponed or denied until the guidelines for over 
concentration are defined.  This area seems to be experiencing an uptick in 
development applications and we suggest that caution is used in this 
discretionary process.!

The septic system may be an area of concern if the caretakers unit is proposed 
to be taken out of commission in order to acquire septic capacity for the events.  
The condition #7 from the previous application (PLP09-0098) having to deal with 
the Dept. of Health has not been satisfied as yet.  It appears the 3,380 maximum 
numbers of people per year proposed for these events could have a hazardous 
strain on the property waste disposal system.!

Traffic on this section of highway 121 is two lanes and no left turn lane.  Again, 
condition #44 of the previous application (PLP09-0098) regarding Caltrans 
permits for shoulder work may need to be satisfied as yet.  VOTMA feels that 
avoiding peak traffic hours is simply an attempt to mitigate a situation that is on 
the verge of over development.  The total number of cars using this roadway is 
amazing and more only adds to the chances of accidents.!

VOTMA would like to see this project application presented for the Sonoma 
Valley Citizens Advisory Commission.  The advisory commission provides a good 
forum for presentation of project and community comments if any. !

Thank you for the opportunity to express our concerns.!

Kathy Pons, President!

Valley of The Moon Alliance


